
QUESTIONNAIRE (For Catholics on the fringe)
Many of those brought up as Catholics drift away from 
the Church. If this applies to you would you do us a big 
favour by filling in this questionnaire. The purpose is not 
to find out about you personally (the questionnaire is 
anonymous) but to give us an overview of the reasons 
people lose contact with the Church and the extent of 
their present relationship with it.
 Please mark your answers with a dash

If you were asked your religion what would you say?
 Catholic
 Lapsed Catholic
 Other Christian denomination
 Other religion
 No religion
 Atheist/agnostic

When did the Church become less relevant to you?
 When I left school
 When I left home
 When I got married
 Other

Which of the following comes closest to your reason 
for no longer being involved in the Church? 
 It has no relevance to my life
 I no longer believe its teachings
 I disagree with its stance on various moral 
  issues
 The scandal of sexually abusive priests
 I find Mass boring and irrelevant
 I have too many other commitments
 No special reason; I just stopped going

What is the biggest obstacle to your reconnecting 
with the Church?
 I am divorced and re-married, I might not 
  feel welcome
 I am in a gay relationship. 
 I am living with my partner and we’re not 
  married
 I’d be reluctant to go to Confession
 Other

What is your present attitude to the Church?
 Friendly
 Indifferent
 Hostile

Would you ever contemplate re-engaging with the 
Church?
 Yes, definitely
 I might at some stage
 No, never

If you are a parent, have your children been 
baptised? 
 Yes
 No

Do they go to a Catholic school?
 Yes
 No

Do you ever go to Mass on Sundays?
 Frequently
 Occasionally
 Seldom
 Never

Do you go to Mass at Christmas?
 Yes, always
 Sometimes
 Never

Do you go to Mass at Easter?
 Yes, always
 Sometimes
 Never

Do you go to church to receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday?
 Yes, always
 Sometimes
 Never

Do you go to church on Good Friday?
 Yes, always
 Sometimes
 Never

Do you ever give something up for Lent?
 Yes, every year
 Sometimes
 Never

Do you believe in life after death?
 Yes
 No
 Not sure

Do you ever pray?
 Frequently
 Occasionally
 Seldom
 Never

If you or a member of your family was close to death 
would you want to send for a priest?
 Yes
 No
 Not sure

PLEASE STATE YOUR AGE: 

Feel free to add overleaf any other comments, criticisms, 
observations you might have about the Catholic Church 
and your own relationship with it.


