Firstly, I wish to apologise for the delay in making this financial report available: this is entirely my
fault because various teams have had the information available and I have been remiss in
providing this cover note. That said, it gives me pleasure to present the Church accounts for year
to 31 December 2018, which are shown on a ‘receipts and payments’ basis. Our total income of
£152k showed a modest increase on the previous year while our expenditure showed a marked
increased to £175k, resulting in a total deficit of £23k. This compared to a surplus of £11k in 2017.
The Finance Committee report that there is no cause for concern, as an annual deficit was
expected following two large ‘one-off’ expenditures which were paid during the year. The first was
the total cost of the repair, re-plastering and re-painting of the Our Lady Altar and side isle; work
which was largely undertaken during 2017, though finished off in January 2018. The second was a
recharge of several years’ cleaning costs. But for these two expenditures, which totalled £24k,
2018 would have shown a breakeven position.
In addition to the ‘Church funds’, the mandatory Diocesan and similar collections realised a total in
excess of £8k, which was passed on directly to the relevant organisations. Our Parish also raised
many thousands of pounds for other special appeals, including the money raised for Project
Zimbabwe.
May I take this opportunity to thank the large team of people who come together to look after our
finances: the Sunday collecting teams, the weekly counting teams, the ‘gift aid’ team, Hayley our
Parish Administrator who handles all of the day to day accounting and our Finance Committee.
And finally, I want to thank every one of you for contributing so generously, not just to the regular
collections but also to the many special collections which you are invited to support.

Thank you again for all the support.
Yours sincerely in the Lord,
Timothy J. Buckley, C.Ss.R
(Parish Priest)

