
 

 

 

November 2019 

Dear Parishioners, 

It is almost 12 months since our Syrian family arrived in 

Liverpool and began to settle into a new life in our 

community.  We have supported and kept them in our 

thoughts and prayers throughout.  Many met them at the 

parish Garden Party, summer BBQ or Wednesday lunch, 

others have bumped into them in the local area.  I am 

delighted to say that they have been given such warm welcome and support by everyone 

that they and are settling in to life here exceptionally well.  They simply love living in 

Liverpool.   

Home Office visits: Home Office staff have been monitoring the way in which we are 

supporting the family and its resettlement journey.  They came to Bishop Eton for a final 

meeting last week and I am pleased to say the officers were delighted with the work we have 

done and with the family’s progress. 

Here are some highlights……………. 

The parents are studying at English every morning.  They found returning to the classroom, 

as adults, a challenge but have worked very hard to learn English and are improving daily.  

Through the generosity of the provider, their lessons will continue until they are sufficiently 

fluent to gain work.  Dad has 20 years’ experience running his own blacksmith/metalwork 

business and is desperate to work.   

Their children, on the other hand, have acquired the language with much greater ease and 

now often act as interpreters for their parents.  The son was welcomed into a local 

secondary school and is now in year 10.  He is extremely happy and enjoys everything about 

school.  He has also enrolled for an evening GCSE Arabic class, In October the school 

awarded him a prize for his work.  The daughter excelled at primary school, and was 

delighted to win a cup for her football skills.  She has now transferred to secondary school 

and loves her new school.  Both children feel welcome within the parish youth community. 

As a family they have been very positive about everything the Bishop Eton Resettlement 

Group (BERG) has done with them.  There have been numerous official meetings, 

appointment, visits and things to remember.  Life in this country is so different from Syria, 

and they have been a joy to work with, embracing every new opportunity.  Simple things 

which we take for granted are very new such as having a bank account, not having to pay to 

visit the doctor, receiving medicine for free, receiving greetings cards, having to lock the 

door, having to keep a family diary, being able to take books home from a library, riding on a 

double decker bus and so the list goes on.  In return we have learnt from them things which 

have made us all think – the importance of family, respect for other people, devotion to faith, 

acceptance of others, the importance of hospitality, children’s respect for their parents and 

other adults, their love and care of each other as a family unit.  No-one can pop for a quick 

visit to their home as `welcome` means taking tea or coffee and plates of fruit.  The family 

has cooked meals for many of us, everything freshly made and tasting delicious. 



The family took on an allotment at Easter and managed to grow quite a lot of vegetables 

through the season.  They have also joined a local group, taking part in activities such as 

Hope Open Day and the community litter pick. 

Faith permeates their lives.  Dad attends the mosque and they all pray five times a day.  

Ramadan in June was a challenge for them this year as the daylight hours were longer in the 

UK than in the middle East.  It was particularly difficult for the children with busy days at 

school and nothing to eat or drink throughout.  The family is respectful of all faiths and is 

overjoyed to live in a city where everyone is free to worship their own faith in peace. 

During the summer holidays the parents continued to attend English classes and their 

children joined other teenagers from across Europe at an English language summer school.  

One parishioner generously gave them a week in her holiday home in Wales, which they 

thoroughly enjoyed.  Another parishioner took the parents to Tatton Park Flower Show 

which, as lovers of all things green, they really enjoyed.  This term their school has invited 

them on Saturday coach trips.  They have since visited the Lake District, Conway and 

Oxford.  UK countryside is very different for them. They enjoy its beauty, and particularly, our 

local trees in all seasons. 

Liverpool has welcomed our family with open arms.  Everyone they have met out and about 

has been positive, helpful and kind.  We can be proud of our city.  A specialist migration 

police officer has also visited their home to offer welcome.   

UNHCR sent a photographer and writer to Bishop Eton for two days in July to meet the 

family, Fr Tim and members of BERG.  They wanted to see how they were settling into the 

community.  They also met with Turgut and members of the local community group the 

family have joined.  The report, which will focus on our family and just four others from the 

UK, will appear in an exhibition in London and Geneva, to encourage other communities to 

sponsor a family.  

THANK YOU - the family would like to say an enormous thank you to everyone.  They 

presented Fr Tim with a `thank you` plaque that they had made at the Garden Party.  They 

have been overwhelmed with the prayers, care and help that they have been given.  They 

have left their family members behind and we, parishioners, have become their family.  They 

now feel safe in a community in which they are free to recover and live in peace. 

We are holding a party (see hard copy of newsletter for the date) to celebrate their first year 

in Bishop Eton and to thank those, including from outside the parish, who have helped us on 

this amazing resettlement journey.  Every parishioner has played a part, please feel free to 

drop in any time from 7.30 – 9.30 that evening. 

 

Thank you for everything you have done and continue to do  

Ann Connor OBE 

Chair Bishop Eton Resettlement Group  

 

   

 


