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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons to 
make a request of him, and bowed low; and he said to her, ‘What is it 
you want?’ She said to him, ‘Promise that these two sons of mine 
may sit one at your right hand and the other at your left in your 
kingdom.’ ‘You do not know what you are asking’ Jesus answered. 
‘Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?’ They replied, ‘We 
can.’ ‘Very well,’ he said ‘you shall drink my cup, but as for seats at 
my right hand and my left, these are not mine to grant; they belong 
to those to whom they have been allotted by my Father.’

When the other ten heard this they were indignant with the two 
brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that 
among the pagans the rulers lord it over them, and their great men 
make their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No; 
anyone who wants to be great among you must be your servant, and 
anyone who wants to be first among you must be your slave, just as 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.’ Matthew 20:20-28
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If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all 
men generously and without reproaching, and it will be 
given him.

I too, as the Successor of Peter, wished to come in pilgrimage 
to the “House of Saint James”, as it prepares to celebrate the 
eight-hundredth anniversary of its consecration. I have come to 
confirm your faith, to stir up your hope and to entrust to the 
Apostle’s intercession your aspirations, struggles and labours in 
the service of the Gospel. As I embraced the venerable statue 
of the Saint, I also prayed for all the children of the Church, 
which has her origin in the mystery of the communion that is 
God. Through faith we are introduced to the mystery of love 
that is the Most Holy Trinity. We are in some sense embraced 
by God, transformed by his love. The Church is this embrace of 
God, in which men and women learn also to embrace their 
brothers and sisters and to discover in them the divine image 
and likeness which constitutes the deepest truth of their 
existence, and which is the origin of genuine freedom.
Truth and freedom are closely and necessarily related. 
Honestly seeking and aspiring to truth is the condition of 
authentic freedom. One cannot live without the other. The 
Church, which desires to serve unreservedly the human person 
and his dignity, stands at the service of both truth and 
freedom. She cannot renounce either, because what is at stake 
is man himself, because she is moved by love for man, “the 
only creature on earth which God has wanted for its own sake” 
(Gaudium et Spes, 24), and because without this aspiration for 
truth, justice and freedom, man would lose his very self. Pope
Benedict XVI Santiago de Compostel 6 November 2010

Gracious God, we remember before You today Your servant and apostle 
James, first among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom for the Name of 
Jesus Christ; and we pray that You will pour out upon the leaders of your 
Church that spirit of self-denying service by which alone they may have 
true authority among your people; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html

