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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

When Jesus went into Capernaum a centurion came up and pleaded 
with him. ‘Sir,’ he said ‘my servant is lying at home paralysed, and in 
great pain.’ ‘I will come myself and cure him’ said Jesus. The centurion 
replied, ‘Sir, I am not worthy to have you under my roof; just give the 
word and my servant will be cured. For I am under authority myself, 
and have soldiers under me; and I say to one man: Go, and he goes; to 
another: Come here, and he comes; to my servant: Do this, and he 
does it.’ When Jesus heard this he was astonished and said to those 
following him, ‘I tell you solemnly, nowhere in Israel have I found faith 
like this. And I tell you that many will come from east and west to take 
their places with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob at the feast in the 
kingdom of heaven; but the subjects of the kingdom will be turned out 
into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’ And 
to the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go back, then; you have believed, so let 
this be done for you.’ And the servant was cured at that moment.

And going into Peter’s house Jesus found Peter’s mother-in-law in 
bed with fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she 
got up and began to wait on him.

That evening they brought him many who were possessed by devils. 
He cast out the spirits with a word and cured all who were sick. This 
was to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah:
He took our sicknesses away and carried our diseases for us.
Matthew 8:5-17
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Christ, the good shepherd, laid down his life for his sheep. Let 
us praise him with grateful hearts, as we pray: – Lord, nourish 
the lives of your people.
Christ our Lord, in the holy pastors you reveal your love for us; 
may we never be deprived of the care you show through them.
– Lord, nourish the lives of your people.
Through your sacred ministers you are present in our midst as 
the shepherd of our souls; never cease to guide us through 
their teaching and encouragement. – Lord, nourish the lives of 
your people.
In the saints who lead your people, you manifest your power of 
healing souls and bodies; remain always with us to renew our 
lives in holiness. – Lord, nourish the lives of your people.
By the example of the saints you instruct your faithful in the 
ways of wisdom and love; through our pastors, help us grow to 
the full stature of perfection. – Lord, nourish the lives of your 
people.

“From Christ and in Christ, we have been reborn through the 
Spirit in order to bear the fruit of life; not the fruit of our old, 
sinful life but the fruit of a new life founded upon our faith in 
him and our love for him. Like branches growing from a vine, 
we now draw our life from Christ, and we cling to his holy 
commandment in order to preserve this life.”

“Indeed the mystery of Christ runs the 
risk of being disbelieved precisely 
because it is so incredibly wonderful.”
St Cyril of Alexandria


