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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  

Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If the world hates you,
remember that it hated me before you.
If you belonged to the world,
the world would love you as its own;
but because you do not belong to the world,
because my choice withdrew you from the world,
therefore the world hates you.
Remember the words I said to you: A servant is not greater than his 
master.
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you too;
if they kept my word, they will keep yours as well.
But it will be on my account that they will do all this,
because they do not know the one who sent me. John 15:18-21
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So many Christian communities, 
are persecuted throughout the world. In this time more 
than in the early times, no? Today, now, this day, this 
hour. Why? But why does the spirit of the world hate?. 
Persecution usually comes after a long road. Think, how 
the prince of the world tried to trick Jesus in the desert, 
tempting especially his vanity. Jesus never answered this 
prince with his own words but with the word of God. 
You cannot dialogue with the prince of the world. 
Dialogue is necessary between us, necessary for peace. 
Dialogue is a habit, it is precisely and attitude that we 
must have among us, to hear one another, to 
understand one another. It is must always be 
maintained. Dialogue is born of charity, of love. But with 
that prince though, you cannot dialogue; you can only 
answer him with the Word of God who defends us. The 
prince of the world, hates us. And what he did with 
Jesus, he will do with us. With a little word here, a trifle 
there, he will lead us down a path of injustice. It begins 
with the little things, “softening us” to the point that 
“we fall into the trap. Jesus tell us 'I send you like lambs 
in the midst of wolves'. Be prudent, but simple.”
Jesus is meek and humble of heart. And today, this 
makes one thing of that hate that the prince of the 
world has against us, against the followers of Jesus. And 
let us ponder the weapons that we have to defend 
ourselves: let us remain lambs forever, because then we 
will have a shepherd to defend us.
Pope Francis

Let us pray to Christ, who rose from the dead to restore our life.
– Ever-living Christ, hear us.
Jesus, you are the stone rejected by the builders but you have proved to be 
the keystone of God’s house; make us living stones in the temple of your 
Church. – Ever-living Christ, hear us.
You are the faithful and true witness, the first-born from the dead; may the 
Church never cease to proclaim you to the world. 
– Ever-living Christ, hear us.
You are the light and joy of the city of God; shine on the faithful departed 
that they may reign for ever. – Ever-living Christ, hear us.


