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With a large crowd gathering and people from every town finding 
their way to him, Jesus used this parable:  A sower went out to sow 
his seed. As he sowed, some fell on the edge of the path and was 
trampled on; and the birds of the air ate it up. Some seed fell on rock, 
and when it came up it withered away, having no moisture. Some 
seed fell amongst thorns and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 
And some seed fell into rich soil and grew and produced its crop a 
hundredfold.’ Saying this he cried, ‘Listen, anyone who has ears to 
hear!’ His disciples asked him what this parable might mean, and he 
said, ‘The mysteries of the kingdom of God are revealed to you; for 
the rest there are only parables, so that
they may see but not perceive, listen but not understand. ‘This, then, 
is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. Those on the 
edge of the path are people who have heard it, and then the devil 
comes and carries away the word from their hearts in case they 
should believe and be saved. Those on the rock are people who, when 
they first hear it, welcome the word with joy. But these have no root; 
they believe for a while, and in time of trial they give up. As for the 
part that fell into thorns, this is people who have heard, but as they 
go on their way they are choked by the worries and riches and 
pleasures of life and do not reach maturity. As for the part in the rich 
soil, this is people with a noble and generous heart who have heard 
the word and take it to themselves and yield a harvest through their 
perseverance.’  Luke 8:4-15
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This Parable of the Sower is somewhat the 'mother' of all 
parables, because it speaks about listening to the Word. It 
reminds us that the Word of God is a seed which in itself is 
fruitful and effective; and God scatters it everywhere, paying no 
mind to waste. Such is the heart of God! Each one of us is 
ground on which the seed of the Word falls; no one is 
excluded! The Word is given to each one of us. We can ask 
ourselves: what type of terrain am I? Do I resemble the path, 
the rocky ground, the bramble bush? But, if we want, we can 
become good soil, ploughed and carefully cultivated, to help 
ripen the seed of the Word. It is already present in our heart, 
but making it fruitful depends on us; it depends on the 
embrace that we reserve for this seed.
Often one is distracted by too many interests, by too many 
enticements, and it is difficult to distinguish, among the many 
voices and many words, that of the Lord, the only one that 
makes us free. This is why it is important to accustom oneself 
to listening to the Word of God, to reading it. And I return once 
more to that advice: always keep with you a handy copy of the 
Gospel, a pocket edition of the Gospel, in your pocket, in your 
purse… and so, every day, read a short passage, so that you 
become used to reading the Word of God, understanding well 
the seed that God offers you, and thinking about the earth that 
receives it.
May the Virgin Mary, perfect model of good and fertile soil, 
help us, with her prayer, to become willing soil without thorns 
or rocks, so that we may bear good fruit for ourselves and for 
our brothers and sisters.
Pope Francis


