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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the 
Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his 
hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can 
put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors 
were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with 
you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here 
are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer 
but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’    John 20:24-29
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Since we are part of a building that has the apostles for its foundation, let 
us pray to the Father for his holy people. – Lord, remember your Church.
Father, when your Son rose from the dead, you showed him first to the 
apostles; let us make him known, near and far. – Lord, remember your 
Church.
You sent your Son into the world to proclaim the good news to the poor:
grant that we may bring his gospel into the darkness of our lives.

– Lord, remember your Church.
You sent your Son to plant in men’s hearts the seed of imperishable life; 
may we labour to sow his word and reap a harvest of joy. – Lord, 
remember your Church.
You placed your Son at your own right hand in heaven; receive the dead 
into the happiness of your kingdom. – Lord, remember your Church.

‘My Lord and my God!’ 

I am not like Thomas,
Wounds I cannot see,
But can plainly call thee
Lord and God as he;
Let me to a deeper faith
Daily nearer move,
Daily make me harder
Hope and dearer love.

“How can I find the wounds of Jesus today? I cannot see 
them as Thomas saw them. I find them in doing works of 
mercy, in giving to the body — to the body and to the soul, 
but I stress the body — of your injured brethren, for they are 
hungry, thirsty, naked, humiliated, slaves, in prison, in 
hospital. These are the wounds of Jesus in our day”.

Mere philanthropic actions do not suffice, the Pope added. 
“We must touch the wounds of Jesus, caress them. We must 
heal the wounds of Jesus with tenderness. We must literally 
kiss the wounds of Jesus”. The life of St Francis, he said, 
changed when he embraced the leper because “he touched 
the living God and lived in adoration”. “What Jesus asks us to 
do with our works of mercy”, the Pope concluded, “is what 
Thomas asked: to enter his wounds”.
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