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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus said:  ‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is one who lays 
down his life for his sheep. The hired man, since he is not the shepherd
and the sheep do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and runs away
as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and then the wolf attacks and scatters 
the sheep; this is because he is only a hired man and has no concern for 
the sheep. ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down 
my life for my sheep. And there are other sheep I have that are not of 
this fold, and these I have to lead as well. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.’

John 10:11-16

Cross by Alexchan from the Noun Project

Through the martyrs who were slain for God’s word, let us give glory to 
our Saviour, the faithful and true witness. – You redeemed us by your 
precious blood.
Through the martyrs, who bore witness to your love, set us free to live for 
you. – You redeemed us by your precious blood.
Through the martyrs, who proclaimed your saving death, give us a deep 
and constant faith. – You redeemed us by your precious blood.
Through the martyrs, who took up your cross, grant us courage for every 
trial. – You redeemed us by your precious blood.
Through the martyrs, washed in the blood of the Lamb, give us grace to 
conquer our weakness. – You redeemed us by your precious blood.

St Boniface, who grew up in the monastic culture that was 
highly developed in his Homeland, remained throughout his 
life either a teacher or a disciple of it. He recognized as an 
important presupposition for preaching and receiving the 
Gospel the spiritual and moral development of the person 
through concern for and transmission of the ancient 
patrimony of Christian formation. St Boniface, therefore, is a 
model for families, schools and institutes of formation also 
in an age when this patrimony is at risk. At the same time, 
he is also a model of fidelity to the papacy as the centre of 
ecclesial unity. Only the branch that abides in the vine can 
bear fruit (cf. Jn 15: 4). Historically St Boniface and his 
testimony are credited with having brought about and 
safeguarded unity between the Church in his mission land 
and the Church united round the Successor of Peter.
Yet, it is not only the great missionary's work that speaks to 
us today but also his whole personality. He left his own safe 
Country to proclaim the Gospel among the Germanic 
peoples and Franks as a "foreigner by God's will". Unafraid 
and undaunted, not only did he fight against the pagan cults 
of his time, but he did not even fear hostility when it was a 
matter of reforming the Christian life that already existed.
Pope John Paul II

"Let us stand firm in the fight on the day of the Lord, for 
days of affliction and misery are here.... We are not dogs 
that cannot speak, nor silent observers, nor mercenaries 
fleeing from wolves! Instead, we are hard-working Pastors 
who watch over Christ's flock, who proclaim God's will to 
people whether important or ordinary, rich or poor... 


