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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

One day when Jesus was praying alone in the presence of his disciples 
he put this question to them, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’ And they 
answered, ‘John the Baptist; others Elijah; and others say one of the 
ancient prophets come back to life.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say 
I am?’ It was Peter who spoke up. ‘The Christ of God’ he said. But he 
gave them strict orders not to tell anyone anything about this.

‘The Son of Man’ he said ‘is destined to suffer grievously, to be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to 
death, and to be raised up on the third day.’ Luke 9:18-22
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Father, we thank you
for the love you have shown us
in the gift of Jesus, your Son.
We thank you for the gift of the Church,
through which you show us
that you are always with us
and are always at work in our lives.
As we journey together to Synod 2020
help us to become the Church that you are calling us to be.
May your Holy Spirit be powerfully
at work among us.
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope
and Malcolm, our Archbishop.
Help us to respond
to the challenges of our times in new ways
to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers.
We make this prayer
through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  AMEN

We are children of the day: help us to live in the light of your 
presence. – Lord, show us your loving-kindness.
Guide our thoughts, our words, our actions: so that what we 
do today may be pleasing to you. – Lord, show us your loving-
kindness.
Help us to avoid wrongdoing: show us your mercy and love.
– Lord, show us your loving-kindness.
Through your passion and death you have won life for us: 
give us the strength of your Holy Spirit.
– Lord, show us your loving-kindness.

Today, too, “many times we hear within ourselves” the same question 
that Jesus addressed to the Apostles. Jesus “turns to us and asks us: who 
am I for you? Who is Jesus Christ for each of us, for me? Who is Jesus 
Christ?”. Surely, Pope Francis said, “we will respond as Peter did, as we 
learned in the catechism: you are the Son of the living God, you are the 
Redeemer, you are the Lord!”.
Yet Peter’s reaction was different once “Jesus began to explain all that 
would happen to him: the Son of man would have to suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and by the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again”. Peter most certainly “did 
not like this talk”. He thought: “You are the Christ! Conquer and let’s 
move ahead!”. For Peter “did not understand the path of suffering” that 
Jesus indicated. So much so, the Gospel tells us, that Peter “took him, 
and began to rebuke him”. He was “so pleased with having responded, 
‘you are the Christ’, that he felt he had the strength to rebuke Jesus”.


