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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are to hear the parable of the sower. 
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, 
the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is 
the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who 
received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and 
welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not 
last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, 
and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is 
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the 
lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the 
one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces 
now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’   Matthew 13:18-23
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God’s love for us was revealed when God sent into the world 
his only Son so that we might have life through him. We are 
able to love God because he loved us first. And so we pray:
– Lord, help us to love you and to love one another.
Jesus forgave the penitent woman her sins because she had 
loved much: may we too know his healing touch and love you 
with all our hearts. – Lord, help us to love you….
You look with compassion on the humble and contrite of heart: 
in your goodness, turn our hearts to you and help us to do 
what we know to be right. – Lord, help us to love you …
We acknowledge the suffering we have caused to others: we 
ask forgiveness for our neglect and indifference. – Lord, help us 
We ask you to remember tonight those who are in great 
difficulty: give new heart to those who have lost their faith in 
man and in God, to those who seek the truth but cannot find it.
– Lord, help us to love you and to love one another.

The seed that fell upon thorny ground was choked. But who choked it? 
Jesus says ‘riches and worldly concerns’. We see that Jesus had clear ideas 
on this. Riches and worldly concerns therefore choke the word of God, 
they prevent it from growing and the word dies choked because it is not 
tended. to me; and I make a covenant with him.

What do these riches and concerns do to us? They merely cut 
us out of time. Our whole life rests on three pillars: one in 
the past, one in the present and another in the future. This is 
clear in the Bible; the pillar of the past is the choice.... The Lord 
chose us. Each one of us can say: ‘the Lord chose me, he loved 
me, he said come, and in Baptism he chose me to follow a 
path, the Christian path’. The future is the promise Jesus made 
to humankind. He chose me to walk towards a promise, he 
made a promise to us. Lastly, the present is our response to 
this God who is so good, who chose me, who makes me a 
promise and suggests a covenant 
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