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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 

Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even 
more. You are pruned already, by means of the word that I have 

spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a 
branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears 
fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing. Anyone who 

does not remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown away – he 
withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, and they 

are burnt.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may 
ask what you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father 
that you should bear much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’ 

John 15:1-8

Cross by Alexchan from the Noun Project

The world would have peace if only men of politics would follow the 

Gospels. Bridget of Sweden

Pilate sentenced him due to fear, in accordance with the petition and 

intention of others. These people sentence him for their own advantage 
and without any fear, by dishonouring him through sin that they could 
abstain from, if they wanted. But they neither abstain from sin nor are 

they ashamed of their already committed sins, for they do not take into 
consideration their unworthiness of the kindness of the one whom they 

do not serve.

Christ makes all things new. Saint Bridget, an illustrious 

daughter of Sweden, believed in Christ intensely and with 
deep love. With her song of faith and her good works she 
adorned the Church, which she recognized as the community 

of believers, the dwelling-place of the Spirit of God.
Today we remember this extraordinary holy woman, and I am 

especially glad that beside me in this celebration there are the 
highest representatives of the Lutheran Churches of Sweden 
and Finland, together with my venerable Brother Bishops of 

Stockholm and Copenhagen. I welcome each of them with 
great affection.

Once again we are gathered to renew before the Lord the 
commitment to unity of faith and unity of the Church which 

Saint Bridget undertook with such conviction in troubled 
times. A passion for Christian unity sustained her entire life. 

And, thanks to her witness and the witness of Mother 
Elizabeth Hesselblad, this commitment has come down to us 
through the mysterious stream of grace which overflows the 

bounds of time and space.

Today’s celebration encourages us to meditate upon the 
message of Saint Bridget, whom I recently chose to proclaim a 
Co-Patroness of Europe, together with Saint Catherine of 

Siena and Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. Saint Bridget’s 
dynamic love for the Church of Christ and her witness to the 

Cross are a rallying-point for us all as we prepare to cross the 
threshold of the new millennium.
Pope John Paul II 1999


