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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast 
into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the 
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones 
in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at 
the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the 
just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping 
and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, 
‘Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things 
both new and old.’ Matthew 13:47-53
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Let us make our prayer to the God of our salvation because all our hope 
rests in him. – Father, our trust is in you.
Send workers into the harvest, and bring the world to the knowledge and 
love of you. – Father, our trust is in you.
May the unity of the Church be formed by love and understanding; 
gather us together through the gifts of your Holy Spirit. – Father, our 
trust is in you.
Help us to create a community where justice and peace may flourish:
be with us lest we labour in vain. – Father, our trust is in you.
Be mindful of the dead, especially those we have known; have mercy on 
those who have given us their help. – Father, our trust is in you.

The important question we ask ourselves today is: how 
can we talk about God in our time? How can we 
communicate the Gospel so as to open roads to his saving 
truth in our contemporaries’ hearts — that are all too 
often closed — and minds — that are at times distracted 
by the many dazzling lights of society? Jesus, the 
Evangelists tell us, asked himself about this as he 
proclaimed the kingdom of God: “With what can we 
compare the Kingdom of God, or what parable shall we 
use for it?” (Mk 4:30).

How can we talk about God today? The first answer is 
that we can talk about God because he has talked to us; 
so the first condition for speaking of God is listening to all 
that God himself has said. God has spoken to us! God is 
therefore not a distant hypothesis concerning the world’s 
origin; he is not a mathematical intelligence far from us. 
God takes an interest in us, he loves us, he has entered 
personally into the reality of our history, he has 
communicated himself, even to the point of taking flesh. 
Thus God is a reality of our life, he is so great that he has 
time for us too, he takes an interest in us. In Jesus of 
Nazareth we encounter the face of God, who came down 
from his heaven to immerse himself in the human world, 
in our world, and to teach “the art of living”, the road to 
happiness; to set us free from sin and make us children of 
God (cf. Eph 1:5; Rom 8:14). Jesus came to save us and to 
show us the good life of the Gospel.
Pope Benedict XVI


