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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘It is not those who say to me, “Lord, Lord,” 
who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the 
will of my Father in heaven. When the day comes many will say to me, 
“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, cast out demons in 
your name, work many miracles in your name?” Then I shall tell them 
to their faces: I have never known you; away from me, you evil men!

‘Therefore, everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a sensible man who built his house on rock. Rain 
came down, floods rose, gales blew and hurled themselves against 
that house, and it did not fall: it was founded on rock. But everyone 
who listens to these words of mine and does not act on them will be 
like a stupid man who built his house on sand. Rain came down, floods 
rose, gales blew and struck that house, and it fell; and what a fall it 
had!’ Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and his teaching 
made a deep impression on the people because he taught them with 
authority, and not like their own scribes. Matthew 7:21-29
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The light shines out in the darkness and the darkness cannot 
overcome it. Let us thank our Lord for bringing his light to our 
lives. – Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light.
Word of God, you have brought the light of eternity to the 
darkened world: may it open the minds and hearts of all the 
children of the Church. – Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light.
Show your care for all who dedicate their lives to the service of 
others: may your grace inspire their actions and sustain them 
to the end. – Lord Jesus Christ, you are our light.
Lord, you healed the paralytic and forgave him his sins: pardon 
all our guilt, and heal the wounds of our sins. – Lord Jesus 
Christ, you are our light.
Lead the dead from darkness into your own wonderful light; in 
your mercy show them the radiance of your glory. – Lord Jesus 
Christ, you are our light

In the Gospel passage, the Holy Father said, Jesus also mentions to all who believe they can build their life on words alone: “Not everyone 
who says ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven. But Jesus straight away suggests building our house upon the rock”. On the basis 
of this teaching Pope Francis identified “two classes of Christians in the history of the Church ”: the first, of whom to beware, are the 
“Christians of words”, those who limit themselves to repeating: ‘Lord, Lord, Lord’. The second, the genuine Christians, are “Christians of 
action and of truth”. The Pope pointed out that there is always a temptation to live our Christianity away from the rock that is Christ; the 
only One who gives us the freedom to say “Father” to God; the only one who supports us in difficult moments”. Jesus himself says so with 
vivid examples: “the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew”, but where “the rock is, there is safety”. On the contrary, when 
there are only “words, words fly, they are of no use”. One ends in fact facing the “temptation of these ‘Christians of words’: a Christianity 
without Jesus, without Christ. by L'Osservatore Romano, Weekly ed. in English, n. 27, 3 July 2013

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge for the 
one he has anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your 
heritage, and govern them for ever.


