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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, I pray not only for 
these, but for those also who through their words will believe in me. May 
they all be one. Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in 
you, so that the world may believe it was you who sent me. I have given 
them the glory you gave to me, that they may be one as we are one.  With 
me in them and you in me, may they be so completely one that the world 
will realise that it was you who sent me and that I have loved them as 
much as you loved me.  Father, I want those you have given me to be with 
me where I am, so that they may always see the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Father, 
Righteous One, the world has not known you, but I have known you, and 
these have known that you have sent me. I have made your name known 
to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love with which 
you loved me may be in them, and so that I may be in them.’

John 17:20-26
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Blessed be Christ the Lord. It is through him that we have access to the Father 
in the Holy Spirit. – Christ, hear us.
Send your holy Spirit, the welcome guest of the heart; do not allow us to 
grieve him by the harshness of our words. – Christ, hear us.
Lord Jesus, ascended to the Father, we turn to you in the night of our anxiety 
and the day of our over-confidence; plead for us with the Father. – Christ, hear 
us.
May your Spirit make us one with you; let us never be separated from your 
love by distress, persecution or danger. – Christ, hear us.

Pope Francis sees a false unity binding Paul’s accusers 
together. It is false because it leads to division he said. 
The Sadducees and Pharisees are at first united in their 
accusation against Paul. But Paul lays bare the “stone 
that divides” them, observing that he was on trial 
because of his “hope in the resurrection of the dead”.

“Let’s think of the greatness of the vocation to which we 
are called: to be one with Jesus, and the Father”, Pope 
Francis concluded. That should be our goal:
men and women who are united and who always seek to 
progress along the path of unity—not a false unity, 
which has no substance, which only serves to get ahead 
and condemn people, and promotes interests which are 
not ours: the interests of the prince of this world, which 
is destruction. May the Lord give us the grace of walking 
always along the path of true unity.

We pray for the other Christian 
Communities in Woolton.  That 
we may continue to make 
Christ know in our village and 
beyond. 

St Peter – Pray for us
St Mary – Pray for us
St James  - Pray for us


