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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

When Jesus reached the country of the Gadarenes on the other side of 
the lake, two demoniacs came towards him out of the tombs –
creatures so fierce that no one could pass that way. They stood there 
shouting, ‘What do you want with us, Son of God? Have you come here 
to torture us before the time?’ Now some distance away there was a 
large herd of pigs feeding, and the devils pleaded with Jesus, ‘If you cast 
us out, send us into the herd of pigs.’ And he said to them, ‘Go then’, 
and they came out and made for the pigs; and at that the whole herd 
charged down the cliff into the lake and perished in the water. The 
swineherds ran off and made for the town, where they told the whole 
story, including what had happened to the demoniacs. At this the whole 
town set out to meet Jesus; and as soon as they saw him they implored 
him to leave the neighbourhood. Matthew 8:28-34
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The world is ablaze with the glory of God, who cares for his chosen people 
with infinite love. In the name of the Church we pray: – Lord, show your 
love to all.
Be mindful of your Church: keep her free from evil and make her perfect in 
your love. – Lord, show your love to all. 
Let all peoples acknowledge that you alone are God, and that Jesus Christ 
is your Son; give them the light of faith. – Lord, show your love to all. 
Grant to those around us all that they need, so that they may know 
thankfulness and live in peace. – Lord, show your love to all. 
Give peace to those who have died today; grant them eternal rest.
– Lord, show your love to all.

“This is the time for doing good. We must follow the 
example of sailors at sea. When the wind is favourable, they 
unfurl their canvas and skim swiftly across the ocean under 
full sail; but when it turns against them, they lower their 
sails and take shelter in some little port. While we have the 
present Viceroy, we will sail, and I will do all in my power to 
advance our spiritual interests”. 
St Oliver Plunkett
The Irish Episcopal Conference issued a pastoral letter to 
mark the occasion of the canonisation: “We thank God for 
having given him to us to show us an example in these 
troubled times and to be our Patron in Heaven.” 
“He travelled the country for ten years, often in disguise and 
sometimes barely ahead of his pursuers, until his capture 
and imprisonment put an end to his labours. During these 
ten years he had done as much as any man since St. Patrick 
to strengthen and preserve the faith in Ireland.” 
“We ask him today for all the graces we need for ourselves 
and for our country. We ask that we may be as he was, 
steadfast, courageous and devout, untiring in our work for 
peace and reconciliation, loyal to the Church and firm in our 
faith even unto death. St Oliver Plunkett pray for us.” 

God our Father, you filled St. Oliver with your Spirit of 
fortitude, enabling him to feed your flock with his word 
and lay down his life for his sheep. Help us by his prayers 
to keep the faith he taught, and to follow the way of 
reconciliation, which he showed by his example. Amen. 


