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Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them 
over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 
to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to 
Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I 
know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ 
‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know 
he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
the one who was to come into this world.’ John 11:19-27
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Through the holy women let us pray to the Lord for all the needs of his 
Church. – Lord, remember your Church.
Through the women martyrs who overcame death with undying courage,
strengthen your Church in time of trial. – Lord, remember your Church.
Through the married women who graced the lives of the human family, 
renew the Church in her apostolic mission. – Lord, remember….
Through all the widows who sanctified loneliness with prayer and 
hospitality, make your Church a telling sign of your love for all the world.
– Lord, remember your Church.
Through all the mothers who introduced their children to the kingdom of 
God and true human life in society, may your Church bring all to eternal 
life and salvation.
–

Her conversation with Jesus shows her faith and courage. In 
this dialogue she states clearly without doubt that she believes 
in Jesus’ power, in the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus 
is the Son of God. Jesus tells her that he is the resurrection and 
the life and then goes on to raise her brother from the dead. 
Our final picture of Martha in Scripture is the one that sums up 
who she was. Jesus has returned to Bethany some time later 
to share a meal with his good friends. In this home were three 
extraordinary people. We hear how brother Lazarus caused a 
stir when was brought back to life. We hear how Mary causes 
a commotion at dinner by anointing Jesus with expensive 
perfume. But all we hear about Martha is the simple 
statement: “Martha served.” She isn’t in the spotlight, she 
doesn’t do showy things, she doesn’t receive spectacular 
miracles. She simply serves Jesus.

But wouldn’t it be wonderful if the most important thing that 
could be said about us is “They served”? Martha is the patron 
saint of servants and cooks. In Her Footsteps Dorothy Day said: 
“If everyone were holy and handsome, it would be easy to see 
Christ in everyone. But it was not Christ’s way for himself. Ask 
honestly what you would do when a beggar asked at your 
house for food. Would you give it on an old cracked plate, 
thinking that was good enough? Do you think that Martha and 
Mary thought that the old and chipped dish was good enough 
for their guest? It is not a duty to help Christ — it is a 
privilege.” In what ways do you serve Christ others grudgingly 
or sparingly? How can you serve them the way Martha served 
Christ, putting her whole self into it?


