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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a 
son; and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had 
shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy.

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were 
going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. 
‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in 
your family has that name’, and made signs to his father to find out 
what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and 
wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant 
his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. All their 
neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about 
throughout the hill country of Judaea. All those who heard of it 
treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they 
wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him.

Meanwhile the child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out 
in the wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel.

Luke 1:57-66,80

Cross by Alexchan from the Noun Project

Parallels and contrast between John and Jesus in St. Luke’s 
infant narratives: Both births are miraculous. John was born 
of his aged parents and Jesus from a virgin. The coming births 
of both were announced by the angel: John’s in the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple and Jesus’ in a village house. The 
mission of John was to be the forerunner of the Messiah and 
the mission of Jesus was to be the saving Messiah. Luke 
highlights the greatness of Jesus and the subsidiary position 
of John as the precursor of the Messiah and the herald of 
God’s coming kingdom.
Since the birth of a boy was an occasion of great joy among 
the Jews, Zechariah’ s neighbours and relatives and local 
musicians gathered at the courtyard to celebrate the 
occasion. At the announcement of John’s birth there was 
great rejoicing and the musicians broke into music and songs. 
In Elizabeth's house there was a double joy because at last 
she had a child in her old age and because that child was a 
son. Fr. Antony Kadavil

We need to pray for our parents and be thankful to them for the gift of life, the training they have given us 
and the love and affection they have lavished on us. Let us ask God’s pardon if we are, or were, ungrateful to 
them, do/did not take proper care of them in their illness or old age or ever inflicted pain on them.
We need to remember and pray for our godparents who, by Baptism, made us children of God, brothers 
and sisters of Jesus, heirs of heaven and members of the Church.
We need to have the courage of our Christian convictions as John the Baptist did, and we need to become 
heralds of Christ, as John was, by our transparent Christian lives

As for you, little child, you shall be called a prophet of God, 
the Most High. You shall go ahead of the Lord to prepare 
his ways before him.


