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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

The chief priests and the scribes and the elders sent to Jesus some 
Pharisees and some Herodians to catch him out in what he said. 
These came and said to him, ‘Master, we know you are an honest 
man, that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means 
nothing to you, and that you teach the way of God in all honesty. Is it 
permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay, yes or no?’ 
Seeing through their hypocrisy he said to them, ‘Why do you set this 
trap for me? Hand me a denarius and let me see it.’ They handed him 
one and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they 
told him. Jesus said to them, ‘Give back to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.’ This reply took them 
completely by surprise.                Mark 12:13-17
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As Christians called to share the life of God, let us praise the Lord Jesus, 
the high priest of our faith. – You are our Saviour and our God.
Almighty King, you have baptized us, and made us a royal priesthood: may 
we offer you a constant sacrifice of praise. – You are our Saviour and our 
God.
Help us to keep your commandments; so that through your Holy Spirit we 
may dwell in you, and you in us. – You are our Saviour and our God.
Everlasting Wisdom, come to us: dwell with us and work in us today. – You 
are our Saviour and our God.
Help us to be considerate and kind; grant that we may bring joy, not pain, 
to those we meet. – You are our Saviour and our God.

Several Pharisees and Herodians attempt to ensnare Jesus. 
Only some of them, because “they were not all bad”. They 
pretended they knew the truth but their intention was 
something else, they wanted to catch him out. They went to 
him and said: “Teacher, we know that you are true, and care 
for no man... for you do not regard the position of men, but 
truly teach the way of God”. However they did not believe in 
what they were saying. It was flattery. This “is exactly how the 
flatterer speaks; he uses lovely soft words, excessively sugary 
words”. We talked about corrupt people. Today let us discover 
the language of the corrupt. What is their language? This: the 
tongue of hypocrisy. It is not we who say this, it is not I, but 
Jesus, who was aware of their hypocrisy”. Hypocrisy, he 
stressed further, is “the language of the corrupt. They do not 
like the truth. They only like themselves and so they try to 
deceive and to involve others in their falsehood, in their lying. 
They have a false heart, they are unable to tell the truth. The 
very language Satan spoke after the fast in the wilderness: you 
are hungry, you can turn this stone into bread. Why do you 
work so hard? Throw yourself down from the temple. This 
language which seems persuasive, leads to error and to lies”. 
And with Pilate these Pharisees were to speak the same 
language: “we have only one king who is Caesar”. This 
language is an attempt of “diabolical persuasion”. In fact those 
who were then “praising” Christ “ended by betraying him and 
sending him to the Cross. Jesus, looking them in the face, said 
as much, calling them “hypocrites”. Thus hypocrisy is certainly 
not the “language of truth. For truth, is never alone: it is 
always accompanied by love. There is no truth without love. 
Love is the first truth. And if there is no love there is no truth.


