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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Leaving the crowds, Jesus went to the house; and his disciples came to 
him and said, ‘Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He 
said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is 
the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the 
subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, 
just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the 
end of time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out 
of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and 
throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’

Matthew 13:36-43
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Through Christ we are sons of God: in him we see what we shall be when 
we come to the Father. With confidence we pray: – Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Guide leaders and governments: give them wisdom and integrity. – Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are the Lord and source of our freedom: bring those in captivity of 
mind or body to the freedom of the children of God. – Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.
Give courage and strength to the young. Help them to choose their work, 
and make the right decisions for their way of life. – Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

In today’s Gospel, there is a rather complex one which Jesus 
explained to the disciples: it is that of the good grain and the 
weed, which deals with the problem of evil in the world and 
calls attention to God’s patience (cf. Mt 13:24-30, 36-43). 
The story takes place in a field where the owner sows grain, 
but during the night his enemy comes and sows weed, a 
term which in Hebrew derives from the same root as the 
name “Satan” and which alludes to the concept of division. 
We all know that the demon is a “sower of weed”, one who 
always seeks to sow division between individuals, families, 
nations and peoples. The servants wanted to uproot the 
weed immediately, but the field owner stopped them, 
explaining that: “in gathering the weeds you root up the 
wheat along with them” (Mt 13:29). Because we all know 
that a weed, when it grows, looks very much like good grain, 
and there is the risk of confusing them.
The teaching of the parable is twofold. First of all, it tells 
that the evil in the world comes not from God but from his 
enemy, the evil one. It is curious that the evil one goes at 
night to sow weed, in the dark, in confusion; he goes where 
there is no light to sow weed. This enemy is astute: he sows 
evil in the middle of good, thus it is impossible for us men to 
distinctly separate them; but God, in the end, will be able to 
do so.
Pope Francis

Let us ask Our Lady, our Mother, to help us to grow in 
patience, in hope and in mercy with all brothers and 
sisters.


