
Sixteenth Tuesday of Ordinary Time
21st July 2020

Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus was speaking to the crowds when his mother and his brothers 
appeared; they were standing outside and were anxious to have a 
word with him. But to the man who told him this Jesus replied, ‘Who 
is my mother? Who are my brothers?’ And stretching out his hand 
towards his disciples he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. 
Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my brother 
and sister and mother.’ Matthew 12:46-50
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Christ taught us to set our hearts on the Kingdom of God, and on its 
justice. In that Kingdom all that we need will be given to us. Until then, 
let us pray: – Your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Blessed are those who know their need of God: lead us to seek your 
face in purity of heart. – Your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Blessed are those who work for no reward, those who suffer for what 
is right: comfort them with your presence, lighten their burden.
– Your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Blessed are the gentle, those who show mercy, and forgive; they shall 
know your forgiveness at the end of time. – Your Kingdom come, O 
Lord.
Blessed are the peacemakers, those who reconcile conflict and hate: 
they are indeed the sons of God. – Your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Bring consolation to all who mourn the dead: may they share the 
blessed hope of all who have died in the peace of Christ. – Your 
Kingdom come, O Lord.

“Who is my mother, and who are my brethren?” (Mt 12:48).  
With this question, Jesus challenged the crowd of his hearers to 
reflect on something apparently obvious and self-evident: Who 
are the members of our family, our relatives and loved ones? 
After allowing time for the question to sink in, Jesus then 
replies, “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother, sister, and mother” (v. 50). In this way, he subverts not 
only the religious and legal certitudes of the time, but also every 
undue claim on the part of those who thought themselves 
above him. The Gospel is an invitation and a freely bestowed 
right for all those who want to hear it.  It is surprising to see 
how full the Gospel is of questions that attempt to unsettle and 
stir the heart of the disciples, inviting them to set out to 
discover the truth that is capable of giving and generating life. 
Questions that challenge us to open our hearts and minds to 
encounter a newness much more beautiful than we could 
possibly imagine. The questions of the Master are always meant 
to renew our lives and those of our communities with 
incomparable joy (Evangelii Gaudium, 11).  Such was the case 
with the missionaries who first set foot in these lands. By 
hearing the Lord’s word and responding to its demands, they 
came to realize that they were part of a family much larger than 
any based on blood lines, cultures, regions or ethnic groups. 
Impelled by the power of the Spirit, their bags filled with the 
hope brought by the good news of the Gospel, they set out in 
search of family members they did not yet know. They set out to 
seek their faces. 
Pope Francis 21.11.19 Holy Mass, National Stadium, Bangkok, 
Thailand
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