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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him, ‘There is an 
Israelite who deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you 
know me?’ said Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus 
‘I saw you under the fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God, you are the King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that 
just because I said: I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater 
things than that.’ And then he added ‘I tell you most solemnly, you will 
see heaven laid open and, above the Son of Man, the angels of God 
ascending and descending.’ John 1:47-51
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Father, as you laid the foundation of creation, the stars of the 
morning sang for joy, and the sons of God in chorus chanted your 
praise: – All you spirits, worship the Lord.

Lord, your heavenly servants were sent to men to guard and lead 
them. Keep us faithful to your call today. – All you spirits, worship the 
Lord.

Lord, the angels stand before your throne to praise you: help us to 
seek your face today. – All you spirits, worship the Lord.
Lord, your sons are called to be like angels of light: keep us pure in 
heart and body. – All you spirits, worship the Lord.

Lord, we thank you for your glorious power; we praise your victory 
over the powers of darkness: for yours is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for all ages to come. – All you spirits, worship the Lord.

Michael leads the war cry in a mysterious, metaphysical battle 
against the Devil and his minions in the Book of Daniel. “There 
is no one with me who contends against these princes except 
Michael, your prince” (Dan. 10:21), and “At that time Michael, 
the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise” 
(Dan. 12:1). Michael means “Who is like God.”

Gabriel is an essential figure in the events surrounding the 
Incarnation. We first meet him in the Jerusalem temple, 
announcing the birth of Saint John the Baptist to his father 
Zachary: “I am Gabriel, I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news” (Luke 1:19). He later conveys the message of all 
messages to the Virgin Mary, eliciting her “Yes” to God’s 
sublime invitation. Gabriel means “the strength of God.”

Raphael appears in the disguise of a man in the Book of Tobit, 
guiding the young Tobiah along his journey. “… God sent me to 
heal you and Sarah your daughter-in-law. I am Raphael, one of 
the seven angels who stand ready and enter before the glory of 
the Lord” (Tobit 12: 14-15). Raphael means “God heals.”

Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael, we invoke your powerful 
intercession before the throne of God in 
heaven. By your spiritual assistance, 
protect us from harm, heal us of our 
infirmities, and convey to us God’s will 
for our lives
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