
Seventeenth Monday of Ordinary Time
27th July 2020

Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest 
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and 
becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its 
branches.’

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast 
a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.’

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never 
speak to them except in parables. This was to fulfil the prophecy:
I will speak to you in parables
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world.

Matthew 13:31-35
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God our Father has bound himself to us in an everlasting 
covenant. In thankfulness and faith, we pray to him: – Lord, 
bless your people!
Gather into one all who bear the name of Christian, that the 
world may believe in the Christ you have sent. – Lord…
Pour out your love on our friends, and on all whom we 
know; may they carry with them the gentleness of Christ. –
Lord…

Comfort the dying; may they know your saving love. – Lord…

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus invites us today to look inside ourselves: 
to give thanks for our good soil and to tend the soil that is not yet good. 
Let us ask ourselves if our heart is open to welcome the seed of the Word 
of God with faith. Let us ask ourselves if our rocks of laziness are still 
numerous and large; let us identify our thorns of vice and call them by 
name. Let us find the courage to reclaim the soil, to effect a nice 
conversion of our heart, bringing to the Lord in Confession and in prayer 
our rocks and our thorns. In doing this, Jesus, the Good Sower will be glad 
to carry out an additional task: purify our hearts by removing the rocks 
and the thorns which choke his Word.
Pope Francis

The Gospel of the kingdom links Christ with the Sacred 
Scriptures that, using a royal image, celebrate God's lordship 
over the cosmos and history. Thus we read in the 
Psalter: "Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns! Yea, the 
world is established, it shall never be moved; he will judge 
the peoples'" (Ps 96: 10). The kingdom is thus God's effective 
but mysterious action in the universe and in the tangle of 
human events. He overcomes the resistance of evil with 
patience, not with arrogance and outcry.
For this reason Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a 
mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, but destined to 
become a leafy tree (cf. Mt 13: 31-32), or to the seed a man 
scatters on the ground: "he sleeps and rises night and day, 
and the seed sprouts and grows, he knows not how" (Mk 4: 
27). The kingdom is grace, God's love for the world, the 
source of our serenity and trust: "Fear not, little flock", 
Jesus says, "for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom" (Lk 12: 32). Fears, worries and nightmares fade 
away, because in the person of Christ the kingdom of God is 
in our midst (cf. Lk 17: 21).  Pope John Paul II


