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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 

Community. 

Some of the scribes and Pharisees spoke up. ‘Master,’ they said ‘we 

should like to see a sign from you.’ He replied, ‘It is an evil and unfaithful 

generation that asks for a sign! The only sign it will be given is the sign of 

the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly of the sea-monster for 

three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the 

earth for three days and three nights. On Judgement day the men of 

Nineveh will stand up with this generation and condemn it, because 

when Jonah preached they repented; and there is something greater 

than Jonah here. On Judgement day the Queen of the South will rise up 

with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of 

the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and there is something 

greater than Solomon here.’ Matthew 12:38-42
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Let us pray to God who never deserts those who trust in him. – Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Pour out your Spirit on the Church; let men see in her the greatness of 

your loving kindness. – Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be with the priests and ministers of your Church: what they preach to 

others, may they practise in their lives. – Lord, in your mercy…
Teach us to understand one another more deeply: by your presence, free 

us from prejudice and fear. – Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give married couples constancy and mutual understanding: may their 

difficulties help to deepen the love they have for each other. – Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Pardon the sins of all our departed brothers and sisters: may they enjoy 

new life in the company of your saints. – Lord, in your mercy…

Pope Benedict XVI teaches us about self-giving love in his 

encyclical letter, Deus Caritas Est. Commenting on the Song 

of Songs, he writes: “The poems contained in this book 

were originally love-songs, perhaps intended for a Jewish 

wedding feast and meant to exalt conjugal love. In this 

context it is highly instructive to note that in the course of 

the book two different Hebrew words are used to indicate 

‘love.’ First there is the word dodim, a plural form suggesting 

a love that is still insecure, indeterminate and searching. 

This comes to be replaced by the word ahabà. By contrast 

with an indeterminate, ‘searching’ love, this word expresses 

the experience of a love which involves a real discovery of 

the other, moving beyond the selfish character that 

prevailed earlier. Love now becomes concern and care for 

the other. No longer is it self-seeking, a sinking in the 

intoxication of happiness; instead it seeks the good of the 

beloved, it becomes renunciation and it is ready, and even 

willing, for sacrifice” (no. 6).

Prayer Intentions for Ordinary Time – Summer 
A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews 

Those who Suffer Persecution, Oppression  and Denial of 

Human Rights 

Europe 

Human Life 


