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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not suppose that I have come 
to bring peace to the earth: it is not peace I have come to bring, but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A man’s 
enemies will be those of his own household. ‘Anyone who prefers father 
or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or 
daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take his cross 
and follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life 
will lose it; anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. ‘Anyone who 
welcomes you welcomes me; and those who welcome me welcome the 
one who sent me. ‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet will have a 
prophet’s reward; and anyone who welcomes a holy man will have a holy 
man’s reward. ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will 
most certainly not lose his reward.’ When Jesus had finished instructing 
his twelve disciples he moved on from there to teach and preach in their 
towns. Matthew 10:34-11:1
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Lord, by your sacrifice on the cross you redeemed us from the slavery of 
sin: lead us to the freedom and glory of the sons of God. – Draw all 
people  to yourself, Lord.
Help those who seek the truth to find it: let them be consecrated in truth. 
– Draw all people  to yourself, Lord.
We pray especially for peace in family life, and for those orphaned and 
widowed: comfort them in your love.
– Draw all people  to yourself, Lord.

Today’s liturgy presents to us the last lines of 
the missionary discourse in Chapter 10 of the Gospel of 
Matthew (cf. 10:37-42), by which Jesus instructs the 12 
Apostles at the moment in which, for the first time, he 
sends them on mission to the villages of Galilee and Judea. 
In this final part, Jesus underscores two essential aspects 
for the life of a missionary disciple: the first, that his bond 
with Jesus is stronger than any other bond; the second, that 
the missionary brings not himself, but Jesus, and through 
Him the love of the heavenly Father. These two aspects are 
connected, because the more Jesus is at the centre of the 
heart and of the life of a disciple, the more this disciple is 
“transparent” to His presence. The two go hand in hand.

“He who loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me...” (v. 37), Jesus says. A father’s affection, a 
mother’s tenderness, the gentle friendship among brothers 
and sisters, all this, even while being very good and valid, 
cannot be placed before Christ. Not because he wants us to 
be heartless and ungrateful, but rather, on the contrary, 
because the condition of a disciple demands a priority 
relationship with the teacher. Any disciple, whether a 
layman or laywoman, a priest or a bishop: an all-absorbing 
relationship. Perhaps the first question that we must ask a 
Christian is: “Do you meet with Jesus? Do you pray to 
Jesus?”. The relationship. One could almost paraphrase the 
Book of Genesis: Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
his mother and cleave to Jesus and the two shall become 
one (cf. Gen 2:24).
Pope Francis 


