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Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye 
and tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no 
resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer 
him the other as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your 
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go 
one mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if 
anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away.’

Matthew 5:38-42
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Come, praise the Lord, the Almighty, the King of all nations! 
Tell forth his fame, O ye peoples, with loud acclamations!
His love is sure;
Faithful his word shall endure,
Steadfast through all generations!
Praise to the Father most gracious, the Lord of creation!
Praise to his Son, the Redeemer who wrought our 
salvation! O heav’nly Dove, Praise to thee, fruit of their 
love, Giver of all consolation.

The will of Christ is for all men to be saved. Let us pray that his will may be 
done. – Draw all people to yourself, Lord.
Lord, by your sacrifice on the cross you redeemed us from the slavery of 
sin: lead us to the freedom and glory of the sons of God.
– Draw all people to yourself, Lord.
Be with our bishop, Malcolm., and all the bishops of your Church: grant 
them courage and compassion in their ministry. – Draw all people to 
yourself, Lord.
Help those who seek the truth to find it: let them be consecrated in truth.
– Draw all people to yourself, Lord.
We pray especially for peace in family life, and for those orphaned and 
widowed: comfort them in your love. – Draw all people to yourself, Lord.
May our departed brothers and sisters come to the heavenly city: there, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you will reign for ever.
– Draw all people to yourself, Lord.

This is something that goes against the world's logic. 
Such a logic responds to an offence with an equal and 
adverse reaction, because we must defend ourselves, we 
must fight, we have to defend our ground. And if 
someone strikes us once, we will strike them twice and 
so defend ourselves. That is the thinking, it's normal, 
right?
Yet, Jesus goes beyond this and says that after we have 
been struck, one ought to pause for a while together with 
the other person, to dedicate some time to the person. 
And if he asks for something, we ought to give him even 
more. This is Jesus' law: the justice that delivers is 
another justice, totally different from 'an eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth'.
Paul gives us an expression that may help us to 
understand the meaning of the blow to the cheek and 
other such things. In fact, he ends with these words: 'as 
[people] having nothing, and yet possessing everything’.
Pope Francis


