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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was 
joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he taught 
them: ‘How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their 
heritage. Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy 
those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied.  
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. Happy the 
pure in heart: they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they shall 
be called sons of God. Happy those who are persecuted in the cause 
of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Happy are you when people 
abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against 
you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great 
in heaven: this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.’

Matthew 5:1-12
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Christ has given us all a share in his priesthood. We offer our prayers 
and ourselves in union with him. – Lord, accept our love and service.
Jesus Christ, you are the eternal priest: make this morning’s offering 
acceptable to the Father. – Lord, accept our love and service.
Lord, you are love itself: grant that we may love you. – Lord, accept 
our love and service.
Give us today the fruits of the Holy Spirit: make us patient, kind and 
gentle. – Lord, accept our love and service.
Give us the discernment to know the needs of our neighbours, and 
give us the courage to love them as brothers & sisters. – Lord, accept 
our love and service.

Jesus, lifting up his eyes to his disciples, says: "Blessed are you 
poor.... Blessed are you that hunger.... Blessed are you that 
weep.... Blessed are you when men hate you... when they cast 
out your name" on account of me. Why does he proclaim them 
blessed? Because God's justice will ensure that they will be 
satisfied, gladdened, recompensed for every false accusation in 
a word, because from this moment he will welcome them into 
his Kingdom. The Beatitudes are based on the fact that a divine 
justice exists, which exalts those who have been wrongly 
humbled and humbles those who have exalted themselves (cf. 
Lk 14: 11). In fact, the Evangelist Luke, after repeating four 
times "blessed are you", adds four admonitions: "Woe to you 
that are rich.... Woe to you that are full now.... Woe to you that 
laugh now" and: "Woe to you, when all men speak well of you", 
because as Jesus affirms, the circumstances will be reversed; 
the last will be first, and the first will be last (cf. Lk 13: 30).
This justice and this Beatitude are realized in the "Kingdom of 
Heaven", or the "Kingdom of God", which will be fulfilled at the 
end of times but which is already present in history. Wherever 
the poor are comforted and admitted to the banquet of life, 
there God's justice is already manifest. This is the work that the 
Lord's disciples are called to carry out also in today's society. 
Pope Benedict XVI

Dear friends, let us turn now to the Virgin Mary. All the generations call 
her "blessed", because she believed the good news that the Lord 
proclaimed (cf. Lk 1: 45-48). Let us be guided by her on our Lenten 
journey, to be freed from the illusion of self-sufficiency, to recognize that 
we need God and his mercy, and thus to enter into his Kingdom of 
justice, of love and of peace.


