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Ordinary Time Summer 2020

Parishes of  
Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. Seeing his mother and the disciple he loved 
standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, ‘Woman, this is your son.’ Then to the 
disciple he said, ‘This is your mother.’ And from that moment the disciple made a 
place for her in his home. After this, Jesus knew that everything had now been 
completed, and to fulfil the scripture perfectly he said, ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of 
vinegar stood there, so putting a sponge soaked in the vinegar on a hyssop stick 
they held it up to his mouth. After Jesus had taken the vinegar he said, ‘It is 
accomplished’; and bowing his head he gave up his spirit. It was Preparation Day, 
and to prevent the bodies remaining on the cross during the sabbath – since that 
sabbath was a day of special solemnity – the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs 
broken and the bodies taken away. Consequently the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first man who had been crucified with him and then of the other. 
When they came to Jesus, they found he was already dead, and so instead of 
breaking his legs one of the soldiers pierced his side with a lance; and 
immediately there came out blood and water.

John 19:25-34
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Let us proclaim the greatness of our Saviour who chose to be born of the Virgin 
Mary. Confident that he will hear us, we ask: Lord, may your mother pray for us.
Sun of justice, you showed your day was dawning in the immaculate Virgin Mary; 
help us to walk in the daylight of your presence. – Lord, may …
Eternal Word, in the living flesh of Mary you found a dwelling place on earth; 
remain with us for ever in hearts free from sin. – Lord, may …
Loving Saviour, while hanging on the cross, you gave your mother Mary to be the 
mother of John; let us be known as her children by our way of living. – Lord, may 
…

The joyous veneration given to the Mother of God 
by the contemporary Church, in light of reflection 
on the mystery of Christ and on his nature, cannot 
ignore the figure of a woman (cf. Gal 4:4), the Virgin 
Mary, who is both the Mother of Christ and Mother 
of the Church.  In some ways this was already 
present in the mind of the Church from the 
premonitory words of Saint Augustine and Saint Leo 
the Great. In fact the former says that Mary is the 
mother of the members of Christ, because with 
charity she cooperated in the rebirth of the faithful 
into the Church, while the latter says that the birth 
of the Head is also the birth of the body, thus 
indicating that Mary is at once Mother of Christ, the 
Son of God, and mother of the members of his 
Mystical Body, which is the Church.
These considerations derive from the divine 
motherhood of Mary and from her intimate union 
in the work of the Redeemer, which culminated at 
the hour of the cross.  Indeed, the Mother standing 
beneath the cross (cf. Jn 19:25), accepted her Son’s 
testament of love and welcomed all people in the 
person of the beloved disciple as sons and 
daughters to be reborn unto life eternal. She thus 
became the tender Mother of the Church which 
Christ begot on the cross handing on the 
Spirit. Christ, in turn, in the beloved disciple, chose 
all disciples as ministers of his love towards his 
Mother, entrusting her to them so that they might 
welcome her with filial affection.


