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Season of Easter 2020

Parishes of  

Saint Mary (Woolton) & Our Lady of the Annunciation (Bishop Eton)

We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish Community. 

These who are clothed in white robes
are they who have survived the time of great 
distress and have washed their robes in the blood 
of the Lamb, alleluia.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Beware of men: they will hand you over to 
sanhedrins and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the 
pagans. But when they hand you over, do not worry about how to speak or 
what to say; what you are to say will be given to you when the time comes; 
because it is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your Father will be 
speaking in you.’  Matthew 10:17-20

St John Almond is  amongst the English Martyrs – he 
is our local saint having been born in Allerton and 
then educated at Much Woolton. He was hanged, 
drawn, and quartered on 5 December 1612 
at Tyburn.  During his final speech on the scaffold he 
condemned regicide, discussed the nature of grace 
and true repentance
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Let us give thanks to the king of martyrs, for this is the 
hour when he offered himself in the last supper and 
laid down his life on the cross. – We praise you, Christ 
the Lord.
We praise you, Christ our Saviour, example and 
strength of the martyrs, because you have loved us to 
the end; – We praise you…
Because you have promised repentant sinners the 
reward of eternal life, – We praise you…
Because you have called the Church to offer the blood 
of the new and eternal covenant, the blood shed for 
the remission of sins, – We praise you…
Because you have brought us to this day with the gift of 
faith intact, – We praise you…
Because of the many brothers who today have come to 
share in your saving death, – We praise you…

The English Men and Women martyred for the Catholic Faith 1535–1680 and 
beatified or canonised by the Holy See. On this day in 1535 there died at 
Tyburn three Carthusian monks, the first of many martyrs, Catholic and 
Protestant, of the English reformation. Of these martyrs, forty two have been 
canonised and a further two hundred and forty two declared blessed, but the 
number of those who died on the scaffold, perished in prison, or suffered 
harsh persecution for their faith in the course of a century and a half cannot 
now be reckoned. They came from every walk of life; there are among them 
rich and poor, married and single, women and men. They are remembered for 
the example they gave of constancy in their faith, and courage in the face of 
persecution.

Almighty God, who in our country raised up martyrs from every walk of life to 
vindicate the authority of your Church in teaching and worship, grant 
through their intercession, we pray, that all our people may be gathered 
once again to celebrate the same sacraments under the one Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


