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We gather together in our homes to join in prayer with all members of our Parish 
Community. 

An argument started between the disciples about which of them was 
the greatest. Jesus knew what thoughts were going through their 
minds, and he took a little child and set him by his side and then said 
to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes this little child in my name 
welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. For the least among you all, that is the one who is great.’

John spoke up. ‘Master,’ he said ‘we saw a man casting out devils in 
your name, and because he is not with us we tried to stop him.’ But 
Jesus said to him, ‘You must not stop him: anyone who is not against 
you is for you.’ Luke 9:46-50
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Christ has given us all a share in his priesthood. We offer our prayers and 
ourselves in union with him. – Lord, accept our love and service.

Jesus Christ, you are the eternal priest: make this morning’s offering 
acceptable to the Father. – Lord, accept our love and service.
Lord, you are love itself: grant that we may love you. – Lord, accept our 
love and service.

Give us today the fruits of the Holy Spirit: make us patient, kind and 
gentle. – Lord, accept our love and service.
Give us the discernment to know the needs of our neighbours, and give 
us the courage to love them as brothers. – Lord, accept our love and 
service.

Jesus' public ministry is a schooling ground for his 
disciples. Just as a seminarian might spend a year doing 
pastoral work at the direction of the parish priest, in 
preparation for his own ordination, so the Lord give his 
closest collaborators a type of on-the-job training. In the 
Gospel of today's Mass (Luke 9:46-50) Jesus identifies two 
attitudes of the mind and heart that are obstacles to true 
discipleship.
"An argument arose among the disciples about which of 
them was the greatest." (Luke 9:46).
We can be sure that the disciples were not debating their 
relative levels of holiness, virtue, or faithfulness. They were 
looking to claim the spoils of what they imagined would 
come to Jesus when he established his Kingdom. This quarrel 
is a stark reminder that even among good- and well-
intentioned people, the temptation of pride and 
covetousness is always present.
How many times do we measure success according to the 
standards of power, wealth or physical attributes? Our 
culture extolls these qualities as if they were the only things 
that mattered for human flourishing. Thankfully, the gift of 
faith opens our eyes to the truth of this deception.
"Jesus realized the intention of their hearts and took a child 
and placed it by his side and said to them, 'Whoever receives 
this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me. For the one who is least 
among all of you is the one who is the greatest'" (Luke 9:47-
48).
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