
“Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.”
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OF CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI)

Illustration
Westminster Abbey in London is the home of Poets’ Corner, where many poets 
and writers are commemorated in stone. Just inside the main door of the abbey 
is the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior, whose memorial, erected after the First 
World War, is dedicated to all those who died serving their country. In 1996, just 
a few yards away, outside the main door of the abbey, a new, circular memorial 
was dedicated. There is no body beneath it, because it draws attention to a war 
that has not ended and seems to know no end: it is a memorial to Innocent 
Victims of Oppression, Violence and War.

Memorials are important, and never more so than when they are to human 
lives, lived and lost. Poets’ Corner is a celebration of literary greats, serving 
to honour the work of men and women of letters. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior represents so much more: it symbolises the supreme sacrifice made by 
thousands of men and women, many of whose bodies now rest in unmarked 
graves. It is a reminder of the immense human cost of war.

The memorial to Innocent Victims of Oppression, Violence and War goes a step 
further. It too honours human lives, lived and lost; it too serves as a reminder of 
the human cost of war. But it is also a call to action. The suffering and death to 
which it draws attention continue each and every day. This memorial symbolises 
the cry of suffering humanity for justice, reconciliation and peace.

Gospel Teaching
Today’s readings are also about a memorial. It is not made of stone, but is 
nonetheless real: a memorial meal. The Eucharist which we celebrate today is 
the memorial instituted by Jesus. It draws attention to his life; it proclaims his 
death; and it celebrates his resurrection from the dead. Like the new memorial at 
Westminster Abbey, the Eucharist draws attention to issues that have not gone 
away, and do not go away: sacrifice, service, presence and redemptive love.

In today’s first reading, Moses reminds the people of God’s saving goodness, 
shown to them over many years. The remembering is important, because it 
keeps the people alive to the continuing saving presence of God. Similarly, Paul 
emphasises the importance of the Eucharist, this memorial that represents an 
intimate sharing in the life of Christ, which binds people together more surely 
than war can tear them apart.



Jesus draws on the familiar tradition of God’s provision for the people in the 
desert and takes it much further. It is not manna which now feeds and nourishes. 
It is his own flesh, given for the life of the world. Here we have a memorial that 
draws on the past, takes place in the present and promises the future. It effects 
union with Christ, and so with the Father.

So this celebration works on many levels at once. We hear again of the sacrifice 
of Jesus, his self-giving, his offering of his own life that we might live. We are 
reminded that in the Eucharist we enjoy communion with Jesus, and so are drawn 
into his life with the Father. We are also drawn together in faith and become a 
community with Christ’s self-giving at its centre. And we commit ourselves to 
Christ’s kingdom of justice, reconciliation and peace.

Application
When we celebrate the Eucharist, we are caught up in a living memorial. We 
are challenged to deepen our commitment to each other as we reflect on the 
example of Jesus, who gives generously of himself, that we might live. His life of 
loving service inspires us and empowers us to serve as he does.

Our communion with Christ and with each other in the Eucharist is the beginning 
of eternal life. In Christ we are already in the tomb, and already risen and ascended 
to the Father. Eternal life has already begun for us. The eucharistic memorial 
is where we are reminded of this and taken up into it. Our communion is our 
salvation, tangible and very near.

Our great memorials commemorate lives lived and lost, and the Eucharist is no 
exception; but it is much more too. The life that was lived and lost was found 
again. Jesus died and was raised from the dead. And so too our lives are lived, 
will be lost and will be restored to us by God’s grace. A memorial that can do this 
can only come from God. .
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