
“God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son.”
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Illustration
In his novel Monsignor Quixote, the Catholic author Graham Greene tells a 
delightful story about friendship and faith. Set in Spain, sometime after the era of 
General Franco, the book explores the relationship between two key characters. 
One of them, the local parish priest, is a Christian; the other, the former communist 
mayor, is an atheist. They decide to leave behind their small village and familiar 
surroundings to set off together on a journey of discovery.

As they travel, the conversation often turns, perhaps inevitably, to the subject of 
religion. Early on in the book, we find the two figures seated on a hillside sharing 
some bottles of wine. Choosing his moment, the mayor addresses the priest 
with these words: “What puzzles me, friend, is how you can believe in so many 
incompatible ideas. For example, the Trinity. It’s worse than higher mathematics. 
Can you explain the Trinity to me?”

The priest pauses to think and then replies. He explains that the wine they have 
been drinking has come from different bottles. The first bottle represents God the 
Father; the second bottle represents God the Son. Although in different bottles, 
the wine they contain is of the same substance, it was born at the same time. The 
third bottle, which brings what he calls the “extra spark of life”, represents the 
Holy Spirit. So, the priest concludes, although from three different bottles, the 
wine in each is inseparable, it shares one and the same substance and is of the 
same vintage. Therefore, “Whoever partakes of one partakes of all three.”

Gospel Teaching 
Our celebration today calls us to contemplate the very essence of who God really 
is. By the power of our own intelligence we might well be able to recognise a 
creator behind our universe, a supreme being who is the cause of everything 
that exists. We might even have a sense of wonder at the beauty of creation and 
an awareness of the spiritual qualities that underpin our life. Yet there is more to 
God than this. 

It is in the person of Jesus that we come to a full understanding of who God is. It 
is Jesus who reveals God to us as a heavenly Father, his Father and our Father. 
It is Jesus who shows himself to be the Son of that Father, and ourselves as his 
sisters and brothers. It is Jesus who promises to send the Holy Spirit as a gift 



from his Father and himself so that they might make their home within us. In 
word and action, Jesus teaches us the truth about God as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, something we could never fully grasp by reasoning alone.

When he spoke with Nicodemus, Jesus didn’t use the language of philosophy to 
explain why he had been sent by the Father; he used the language of love. It is 
the loving Father who sends his beloved Son so that the way to eternal life might 
be opened up for all. The Father and Son exist in a relationship of love and the 
bond of love that binds them together is the Holy Spirit. The God of tenderness 
and compassion revealed to Moses is now shown completely as the God who is 
a community of three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, existing as one in a 
relationship of perfect love.

Application
Monsignor Quixote’s explanation doesn’t answer every question about the 
Trinity. In fact, in the book, he comes unstuck by representing the Holy Spirit by 
a half bottle of wine instead of the full bottle used for God the Father and God 
the Son. He accuses himself of failing to teach that the Holy Spirit is equal in all 
respects to the Father and the Son. 

We certainly do need an intellectual understanding of what we believe, and in 
this images and examples can help us. It was, after all, St Patrick who famously 
used the three-leafed shamrock to explain the unity of God in three persons. 
However, the so-called mystery of the Trinity is not a problem that needs to be 
solved. It is an experience of faith which we are called to encounter.

We do this by allowing ourselves to be loved by the God who is love. By opening 
our hearts to the living love of the Holy Spirit we are drawn into the loving 
relationship that exists between the Father and the Son. As we become partakers 
of the very life of the Trinity, so those we encounter will also partake of God.
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